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Interdisciplinary Knowledge Exchange

Addressing Real-World Challenges with Research Solutions

The Cycling Research Board is coming to Germany for the first time for its 7th Annual 
Meeting from October 25th to 27th, 2023. This year’s meeting is hosted and organized by 
the Chair of Bicycle Traffic at the University of Wuppertal. We invite contributions from 
diverse disciplinary and cultural backgrounds to better understand the role of cycling in 
changing mobility systems. 
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Although we share a rainy climate with previous host cities in the Netherlands and Denmark, 
this is the first time that the Annual Meeting will be held in a very hilly city with sparse 
cycling infrastructure and a correspondingly low modal share of cycling. But there is a will 
for change! With this environmental and cultural backdrop, this year’s CRB Annual Meeting 
will reflect on “the hill we ride” to foster cycling-friendly places through research. 

Our discussions will focus on the real-world and scientific challenges we face and we will 
engage in an interactive dialog around the solutions proposed by those contributing to the 
meeting. Challenges we face may include, for example: a lack of cycling safety; the negative 
climate and health impacts of car-centric cities; cultural and individual preferences for 
non-cycling modes; the many potential hindrances to the up-take of cycling created by 
geographic conditions, infrastructure design, and the built urban form; the lack of data; 
or shortcomings in fundamental knowledge on attitudes, behavior and bicycle traffic flow. 
Our goal this year is to offer a platform for discussing, examining and debating new and 
old solutions to address wicked to practical challenges.

The CRB Annual Meeting strives to promote interdisciplinary networking opportunities for 
academics, practitioners and policy makers involved in research to strengthen alliances 
and facilitate the transfer of knowledge to action. It is a unique gathering which uses cycling 
to bring together a broad range of researchers including social scientists, engineers, data 
scientists, psychologists, geographers, physicists, and others touching cycling-related 
topics. We offer a constructive environment in which mutual support in developing applied 
and fundamental research, skills and knowledge is central.
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Interactive Sessions and Programme

Essential to the CRB Annual Meeting is the well-structured social and workshop-based 
program that seeks to both share and generate new ideas for cycling research. To create 
this unique environment, no one is a passive visitor because everyone who joins the Annual 
Meeting actively participates to build our conference together!

Bending the conventional conference rules, each session dedicated to individual 
contributions will be unique. With numerous existing opportunities to deliver standard 
presentations about your research, sessions at the CRB Annual Meeting are designed to 
provoke interactive dialogue between and among the speakers and audience.  All sessions 
are organized using a variety of disruptive moderating approaches, such as the 33 Liberating 
Structures (e.g., 1-2-4-All, troika consulting, etc.) and other non-traditional methods for 
facilitating active and interactive discussions. Assigned moderators and facilitators will 
work with accepted contributors to organize interactive sessions and everyone joining as 
a contributor should come with the intention to discuss, not only “present” their research.

Along with your individual and group contributions, the 2023 programme will include 
workshops focused on important skills and knowledge for researchers as well as a fishbowl 
discussion highlighting different perspectives on the challenges and solutions for creating 
cycling cities. Social events will also be organized, including a welcome reception and 
conference dinner to keep our conversations going after hours.

GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSION

Two types of submissions are welcome that are based in the four following topic areas:

•   Culture & Attitude

•   Infrastructure & Design

•   Modelling & Simulation

•   Policy & Decision-Making

Individual Contribution
For individual researchers seeking to discuss their recent findings, new theories or methods 
or deliberate exemplary case studies they are investigating. Individual contributors will 
participate in joint-sessions with others researchers exploring similar solutions from 
different disciplinary perspectives or for a variety of challenges.

We invite submissions from researchers at any stage — everything from wild new ideas 
to empirical results. Early career and PhD research are encouraged to contribute to the 
Annual Meeting to discuss their work and get inspired.

2

https://www.liberatingstructures.com/
https://www.liberatingstructures.com/
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Submission Requirements

•  Type: Indicate if this is an individual or group contribution.

•  Title: Provide a title for your contribution (maximum 15 words)

•  Name(s): List the people who contribute to the individual work presented or names of 

all members of a group.

•  Contact: Name a contact person with mail and phone number who will be contacted 

during the review process.

•  Challenge: Briefly describe the challenge (research problem) you aim to address 

through the research (maximum 1 sentence).

•  Topic Area: Pick one or more of the four topic areas listed above that your contribution 

is centered around.

•  Goal: Tell us about what you hope to take away from participating in and contributing 
to the CRBAM23 (maximum 2 sentence).

• Abstract: Submit an extended abstract describing your individual scientific 
contribution or proposed group contribution (maximum 1000 words).

Review Process

Special Issue

We are in the process of organizing a special issue in a new journal about cycling and 
micromobility. We will keep you posted!

Proposals submitted by the deadline will be reviewed through a single-blind process by 
two reviewers. The outcome of the review will be communicated to the contact person 
designated through the submission.

Group Contribution
For two or more researchers who want to team up to organize conventional or unconventional 
sessions. For example, groups may propose a workshop to share a hard- or soft-skills or 
provide a crash-course on a new method or tool useful in cycling research. A group of 
researchers may propose a workshop focused on unpacking and receiving input on some 
element of their joint work. Diverse groups of researchers may also join together to foster 
a panel or group discussion highlighting divergent and harmonious perspectives on what 
the “right” solutions are for which of the “biggest” challenges in the real-world or for 
cycling research. 

3



Cycling Research Board Annual Meeting 2023
Call for Submissions

BICYCLE 
TRAFFIC

Questions?

Practical Information

Local Organizing Committee

Cycling Research Board Steering Committee

If you have any questions please contact the team in Wuppertal at: 

crbam23@uni-wuppertal.de

Those who are submitting a proposal for a group contribution are especially welcome to 
contact us to clarify how your planned workshop, panel, or other interactive session may 
fit into the program.

https://cyclingresearchboard.com/

https://radverkehr.uni-wuppertal.de/de/crbam-2023/

Prof. Dr. Heather Kaths, Cat Silva, Leonard Arning, Claudia Heldmann, Felix Heldmann, 
Mathis Linnenbrink

Dr. Rebecca Brandt, Dr. Matthew Bruno, Prof. Dr. Marco te Brömmelstroet, Dr. Meredith 
Glaser, Prof. Dr. Anders Fjendbo Jensen, Prof. Dr. Kevin J. Krizek, Dr. George Liu, Dr. Samuel 
Nello-Deakin, Cat Silva, Dr. Justin Spinney

Important Dates

Call for submissions published: March 2023

Abstract submission portal opens: Spring 2023

Conference registration opens: Spring 2023

Abstract due date: June 16, 2023

Notification of acceptance: August 2023
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